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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, co-devotees to Señor Santo Niño,

“For in hope we were saved. […] who hopes for what one sees? […] if we hope for what we do not see, we wait with endurance.” (Rom 8:24-25).

Let me please begin by wishing you all the best of God’s blessings for each one of you and your families and loved ones and for all of us as Santo Nino Leicester. May God bless us all (with all certain and sure hope)!

Let me please personally address you all once more and for the last time as your officially elected President (2012-2014). At first I was thinking of making evaluative consultations from you all so that this report may be more widely consulted and informed rather than purely on my personal point of view. However, time and circumstances did not permit, and so I hope you would considerably and kindly excuse me for doing the same as in our last year’s president’s report: my personal assessments (incomplete) and with some hope that these would initiate further discussions and reflections from as many of us can contribute (more complete) …I really do hope so…

Introductory Summary:
Here is a brief summary of what I am about to address you:
· On Our Goals: Let us be patient and kind with ourselves and keep on refocusing in faithfully and progressively achieving our common goals. We may be ‘off-target’ more than often and may not completely achieve them all, but what matters most is that hopefully we would be progressively growing for the better in the process.
· Achievements: Fiesta Senor 2014 for Caritas Damayan, Sinulog dance, etc.
· Recommendations: Make our pastoral committees (W.E.S.T.Y.C.) get working.
· Proposed Thrust 2014-2015: “Santo Nino: Hope of the People”.
· Words of Thanks and Apologies: (as your outgoing President).



On our Goals:
Our Constitutional Goals are practically copied from the Constitutions and By-Laws of the Confradia del Santo Nino de Cebu in the Philippines (based in the Basilica del Santo Nino de Cebu). It is our desire and intention to align ourselves more closely with the aspirations and aims of our brothers and sisters, co-devotees, in Cebu where our particular branch of devotion originates (cf. Const., art. 2). Article 4 of our Constitutions and By-Laws states:
In order to help them achieve their vision and mission, the following enabling goals are laid on:
a) Worship/Leitourgia: To sanctify its members and their families through the devotion to Santo Niño, a sincere practice of their faith, frequent reception of the Sacraments;
b) Evangelisation/Kyregma: To help promote and propagate throughout the UK the devotion to the person of Christ in image of the Infant Jesus, that the people may grow in their Catholic Faith;
c) Fellowship/Koinonia: To enhance mutual nurturance and support among members of the organisation; and
d) Service/Diakonia: To engage the association into religious and civic community activities for the socio-cultural upliftment of the society, charitable works and social apostolate.
It is my dream and prayers for all of us that we may not grow weary in our efforts to achieve them. If I may be allowed to address some kind of ‘parting’ words for you as I step down from the office of the President to which you entrusted to me by electing me to serve you in this office two years ago, let them be these:
Let us be patient and kind with ourselves and keep on refocusing in faithfully and progressively achieving our common goals. We may be ‘off-target’ more than often and may not completely achieve them all, but what matters most is that hopefully we would be progressively growing for the better in the process.
May it be so. AMEN.

Achievements:
As we continue to struggle walking our ‘baby steps’, learning to operate formally as an association, let me just mention 3 among others: 1) uninterrupted every 1st Friday devotion & annual Fiesta Senor celebrations; 2) our Steering Council Meetings (SCM) and Quarterly Assembly Meetings (AGM): though still struggling but will hopefully improve; and 3) Fiesta Senor 2014 for Caritas Damayan where we raised £1,005.32 for Yolanda/Haiyan survivors and we finally achieved for the 1st time in performing some Sinulog prayer-dance presentation. Congratulations and thanks for all our hard work!

Recommendations for improvement:
One way of helping us in achieving our goals is through the help of our W.E.S.T.Y.C. pastoral committees:
· Worship or Liturgy or prayer/sacramental life
· Evangelisation or education or formation
· Social Action or social work (+ justice and peace) or Christian service or charitable service
· Temporalities or finance or fund-raising
· Youth (involving our young members, “youth serving youth”, our “handing over”)
· Communication or fellowship or community relationships/building
Note: communication (without an ‘s’), not communications (with an ‘s’)
If we can have them get working, then the tasks of initiating and leading activities and events will be distributed; and thus, where everyone is a member of a committee, we can then mutually help one another in achieving our goals.
Personal note: We do not have to initiate and organise activities ourselves. There are plenty of events and activities in our parish, in other parishes, in our diocese, in our civic communities, etc. that will fit the purpose. When we decide to support such and such activities as a group, we will be on the road to achieving our goals. On the other hand, by doing this, we are involving ourselves within our wider communities rather than isolating ourselves as a group. Of course, we as a group can always initiate events and activities which may be exclusive (just our group for our team building) or inclusive (inviting/welcoming others; for us & for others; may serve as our evangelisation ‘vineyard’).


Proposed 2013-2014 Theme/Thrust:
I wish to end this report by proposing a theme or thrust for 2014-2015. That is: ”Santo Nino: Hope of the People”. In the spirit of unity and solidarity with our brothers and sisters and co-devotees in the Philippines, I guess it would be good to share in their theme: the same theme for the 450th Kaplag Celebrations* (see footnote). Also in mind is to compassionately share with them in their hopes; they who have been devastated by a series of natural calamities in recent years. More so, I am thinking of suggesting that we bring up Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI’s encyclical “Spes Salvi” (Hope of Salvation) for our reflections.

Words of Thanks and Apologies:
I sincerely thank you all for your trust & patience with me as your outgoing president. We may had some failures but we did achieve much too. I also would like to beg for your apology for all our failures that I was directly & indirectly responsible for and most especially for all my failures in serving you.

May Señor Santo Niño bless us all and our families and loved ones. Let us continue to journey on … “together toward fullness of life” (cf. Jn 10:10)!

VIVA PIT SEÑOR!!!

Humbly yours in Christ,

Peter Zabala
President (2012-2014)
Santo Niño Leicester


_____________________
· 450th Kaplag (the 450thYEAR OF THE FINDING OF THE IMAGE OF THE SANTO NIÑO DE CEBU [1565-2015], the 450 YEARS OF PRESENCE OF THE AUGUSTINIANS IN THE PHILIPPINES [1565-2015], and the 50TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE SANTO NIÑO CHURCH AS BASILICA MINORE [1965-2015])
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