One God, One People, One Mission:

Bringing to the nations the light of salvation
By the principle of God’s unity (three Divine Persons in one God), we too, the human race, the one people of God, are meant to reflect this unity.  It is innate in our human nature that we are social beings who cannot exist without communing with one another: in our family, in our community, in our society – we are created to build communities of love.  As one people of God, we have only one objective in this life’s journey; one mission, to be united in love – in God.
Tonight, by this Eucharistic Sacrifice we give our highest tribute to Señor Santo Niño.  He is Jesus, the Lamb, the Servant, whom John the Baptist declares as a witness to be “the Chosen One of God,” and who was prefigured in the calling of the prophet Isaiah: “I will make you the light of the nations so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”
Let us remind ourselves as God’s faithful people that we share in Christ’s mission by virtue of our baptism.  It is our prayer in this Holy Mass that we may be fired up by the Holy Spirit to cooperate with God’s gratuitous grace in fulfilling our Christian mission.  May we, in Christ’s footsteps, commit ourselves to this mission of bringing to the nations the light of God’s salvation.
Viva Señor Santo Niño!!!

1st Day - Christ: Our Faith

Reading

From the 1st Letter of St. John (5:9–11)
[T]he testimony of God is this, that he has testified on behalf of his Son.  Whoever believes in the Son of God has this testimony within himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar by not believing the testimony God has given about his Son.  And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

(short pause)

Reflections: (from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church)
30. Why is faith a personal act, and at the same time ecclesial?  Faith is a personal act insofar as it is the free response of the human person to God who reveals himself. But at the same time it is an ecclesial act which expresses itself in the proclamation, “We believe”. It is in fact the Church that believes: and thus by the grace of the Holy Spirit precedes, engenders and nourishes the faith of each Christian For this reason the Church is Mother and Teacher

32. In what way is the faith of the Church one faith alone?  The Church, although made up of persons who have diverse languages, cultures, and rites, nonetheless professes with a united voice the one faith that was received from the one Lord and that was passed on by the one Apostolic Tradition. She confesses one God alone, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and points to one way of salvation. Therefore we believe with one heart and one soul all that is contained in the Word of God, handed down or written, and which is proposed by the Church as divinely revealed.

228. What is the relationship between the sacraments and faith?  The sacraments not only presuppose faith but with words and ritual elements they nourish, strengthen, and express it. By celebrating the sacraments, the Church professes the faith that comes from the apostles. This explains the origin of the ancient saying, “lex orandi, lex credendi,” that is, the Church believes as she prays.

386. What is the virtue of faith?  Faith is the theological virtue by which we believe in God and all that he has revealed to us and that the Church proposes for our belief because God is Truth itself. By faith the human person freely commits himself to God. Therefore, the believer seeks to know and do the will of God because “faith works through charity” (Galatians 5:6).

(let us pause for a few moments for silent reflection)

Prayer

May we first build a community that is strongly founded in faith before we be witnesses and sharers of this same faith.

2nd Day - Christ: our Grace, our Light, our Love

Reading
From the 1st Letter of St. John (5:14–15)
And we have this confidence in him, that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us in regard to whatever we ask, we know that what we have asked him for is ours. 

(short pause)

Reflections: (from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church)
292. What are the fruits of Holy Communion?  Holy Communion increases our union with Christ and with his Church. It preserves and renews the life of grace received at Baptism and Confirmation and makes us grow in love for our neighbor. It strengthens us in charity, wipes away venial sins and preserves us from mortal sin in the future.

357. How is the Christian moral life bound up with faith and the sacraments?  What the symbol of faith professes, the sacraments communicate. Indeed, through them the faithful receive the grace of Christ and the gifts of the Holy Spirit which give them the capability of living a new life as children of God in Christ whom they have received in faith

401. In what does the social dimension of man consist?  Together with the personal call to beatitude, the human person has a communal dimension as an essential component of his nature and vocation. Indeed, all are called to the same end, God himself. There is a certain resemblance between the communion of the divine Persons and the fraternity that people are to establish among themselves in truth and love. Love of neighbor is inseparable from love for God.

420. What is the New Law or the Law of the Gospel?  The New Law or the Law of the Gospel, proclaimed and fulfilled by Christ, is the fullness and completion of the divine law, natural and revealed. It is summed up in the commandment to love God and neighbor and to love one another as Christ loved us. It is also an interior reality: the grace of the Holy Spirit which makes possible such love. It is “the law of freedom” (Galatians 1:25) because it inclines us to act spontaneously by the prompting of charity

(let us pause for a few moments for silent reflection)

Prayer

May we embrace the Eucharist as our source of Gods grace and blessings for our necessities in life, as our re-enkindling fire (light) to be “lights of the world”, and as our point of origin to loving God and others, bringing us into communion with the loving Triune God.

3rd Day - Christ: Humble Lamb of God

Reading
From the book of the prophet Isaiah (2:1-4)
Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, Upon whom I have put my spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the nations, Not crying out, not shouting, not making his voice heard in the street.  A bruised reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he shall not quench, Until he establishes justice on the earth; the coastlands will wait for his teaching. 

 (short pause)

Reflections: (from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church)
358. What is the root of human dignity?  The dignity of the human person is rooted in his or her creation in the image and likeness of God. Endowed with a spiritual and immortal soul, intelligence and free will, the human person is ordered to God and called in soul and in body to eternal beatitude. 

373. What does the dignity of the human person imply for the moral conscience?  The dignity of a human person requires the uprightness of a moral conscience (which is to say that it be in accord with what is just and good according to reason and the law of God). Because of this personal dignity, no one may be forced to act contrary to conscience; nor, within the limits of the common good, be prevented from acting according to it, especially in religious matters.

404. What else is required for an authentic human society?  Authentic human society requires respect for justice, a just hierarchy of values, and the subordination of material and instinctual dimensions to interior and spiritual ones. In particular, where sin has perverted the social climate, it is necessary to call for the conversion of hearts and for the grace of God to obtain social changes that may really serve each person and the whole person. Charity, which requires and makes possible the practice of justice, is the greatest social commandment.

512. What would be opposed to the social doctrine of the Church?  Opposed to the social doctrine of the Church are economic and social systems that sacrifice the basic rights of persons or that make profit their exclusive norm or ultimate end. For this reason the Church rejects the ideologies associated in modern times with Communism or with atheistic and totalitarian forms of socialism. But in the practice of capitalism the Church also rejects self centered individualism and an absolute primacy of the laws of the marketplace over human labor.

(let us pause for a few moments for silent reflection)

Prayer

May we see in every person the “image of God” humbly respecting and upholding each individual’s human rights and dignity as a Son/Daughter of God; the mutual respect that builds strong community relationships.

4th Day - Christ: Our Saviour

Reading
From the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark (1:14–15)
After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: "This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." 

(short pause)

Reflections: (from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church)
107. Who is invited to come into the Kingdom of God proclaimed and brought about by Jesus?  All are invited by Jesus to enter the Kingdom of God. Even the worst of sinners is called to convert and to accept the boundless mercy of the Father. Already here on earth, the Kingdom belongs to those who accept it with a humble heart. To them the mysteries of the Kingdom are revealed.

300. What is interior penance?  It is the movement of a “contrite heart” (Psalm 51:19) drawn by divine grace to respond to the merciful love of God. This entails sorrow for and abhorrence of sins committed, a firm purpose not to sin again in the future and trust in the help of God. It is nourished by hope in divine mercy.

303. What are the acts of the penitent?  They are: a careful examination of conscience; contrition (or repentance), which is perfect when it is motivated by love of God and imperfect if it rests on other motives and which includes the determination not to sin again; confession, which consists in the telling of one’s sins to the priest; and satisfaction or the carrying out of certain acts of penance which the confessor imposes upon the penitent to repair the damage caused by sin.

400. What are structures of sin?  Structures of sin are social situations or institutions that are contrary to the divine law. They are the expression and effect of personal sins.

(let us pause for a few moments for silent reflection)

Prayer

May we cling to Christ who alone can redeem us from our slavery in sin; repentant of our sins and needing for his grace of mercy that gives us strength in our commitment to battle against our personal sins and “social sins”.

5th Day - Christ: Forgiving Master

Reading
From the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark (1:21–22)
Then they came to Capernaum, and on the sabbath he entered the synagogue and taught.  The people were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority and not as the scribes. 

(short pause)

Reflections: (from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church)
201. Why does the Church have the power to forgive sins?  The Church has the mission and the power to forgive sins because Christ himself has conferred it upon her: “Receive the Holy Spirit, if you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained” (John 20:22-23).

310. What are the effects of this sacrament [of penance and reconciliation]?  The effects of the sacrament of Penance are: reconciliation with God and therefore the forgiveness of sins; reconciliation with the Church; recovery, if it has been lost, of the state of grace; remission of the eternal punishment merited by mortal sins, and remission, at least in part, of the temporal punishment which is the consequence of sin; peace, serenity of conscience and spiritual consolation; and an increase of spiritual strength for the struggle of Christian living.

594. Why do we say “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us”?  By asking God the Father to pardon us, we acknowledge before him that we are sinners. At the same time we proclaim his mercy because in his Son and through the sacraments “we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14). Still our petition will be answered only if we for our part have forgiven first.

595. How is forgiveness possible?  Mercy can penetrate our hearts only if we ourselves learn how to forgive – even our enemies. Now even if it seems impossible for us to satisfy this requirement, the heart that offers itself to the Holy Spirit can, like Christ, love even to love’s extreme; it can turn injury into compassion and transform hurt into intercession. Forgiveness participates in the divine mercy and is a high-point of Christian prayer.

(let us pause for a few moments for silent reflection)

Prayer

May we learn from the example of Christ our Master who, despite of all his power and authority on heaven and earth, taught and showed us to forgive one another as God forgives us; and so bring reconciliation and unity in our community as one family of God.

6th Day -  Christ: Pure and Chaste

Reading
From the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark (1:32–34)
When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who were ill or possessed by demons.  The whole town was gathered at the door.  He cured many who were sick with various diseases, and he drove out many demons, not permitting them to speak because they knew him. 

(short pause)

Reflections: (from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church)
488. What is chastity?  Chastity means the positive integration of sexuality within the person. Sexuality becomes truly human when it is integrated in a correct way into the relationship of one person to another. Chastity is a moral virtue, a gift of God, a grace, and a fruit of the Holy Spirit.

491. In what way is everyone called to live chastity?  As followers of Christ, the model of all chastity, all the baptised are called to live chastely in keeping with their particular states of life. Some profess virginity or consecrated celibacy which enables them to give themselves to God alone with an undivided heart in a remarkable manner. Others, if they are married live in conjugal chastity, or if unmarried practise chastity in continence.

494. What is the responsibility of civil authority in regard to chastity?  Insofar as it is bound to promote respect for the dignity of the person, civil authority should seek to create an environment conducive to the practice of chastity. It should also enact suitable legislation to prevent the spread of the grave offenses against chastity[…], especially in order to protect minors and those who are the weakest members of society.

(let us pause for a few moments for silent reflection)

Prayer

May Christ cure and cleanse our hearts from all that is sick and filthy; making our hearts pure and worthy to bear Christ to one another; respecting one another in our maleness or femaleness (and their complimentarity that brings wholeness to one another) as our Creator has designed it.

7th Day - Christ: Obedient to Spirit of God

Reading
From the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark (1:40–41)
A leper came to [Jesus] (and kneeling down) begged him and said, "If you wish, you can make me clean."  Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand, touched him, and said to him, "I do will it. Be made clean." 

(short pause)

Reflections: (from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church)
145. What does the Spirit do in the Church?  The Spirit builds, animates and sanctifies the Church. As the Spirit of Love, he restores to the baptized the divine likeness that was lost through sin and causes them to live in Christ the very life of the Holy Trinity. He sends them forth to bear witness to the Truth of Christ and he organizes them in their respective functions so that all might bear “the fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22).

146. How do Christ and his Spirit act in the hearts of the faithful?  Christ communicates his Spirit and the grace of God through the sacraments to all the members of the Church, who thus bear the fruits of the new life of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is also the Master of prayer.

190. How does the laity participate in the prophetic office?  They participate in it by welcoming evermore in faith the Word of Christ and proclaiming it to the world by the witness of their lives, their words, their evangelizing action, and by catechesis. This evangelizing action acquires a particular efficacy because it is accomplished in the ordinary circumstances of the world.

223. How does the Holy Spirit work in the liturgy of the Church?  The very closest cooperation is at work in the liturgy between the Holy Spirit and the Church. The Holy Spirit prepares the Church to encounter her Lord. He recalls and manifests Christ to the faith of the assembly. He makes the mystery of Christ really present. He unites the Church to the life and mission of Christ and makes the gift of communion bear fruit in the Church.

(let us pause for a few moments for silent reflection)

Prayer

May we learn to be attentive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit in the “signs of the times” and so do our part as a community  in God’s saving mission in accordance to His will all in God’s designated “Proper Place“  and “Proper Time”

8th Day - Christ: our Life

Reading
From the Book of Psalms (88:2-3)

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;

Through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.

Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,

That your truth is firmly established as the heavens.

(short pause)

Reflections: (from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church)
68. Why does the human race form a unity?  All people form the unity of the human race by reason of the common origin which they have from God. God has made “from one ancestor all the nations of men” (Acts 17:26). All have but one Savior and are called to share in the eternal happiness of God.

152. What does it mean to say that the Church is the universal sacrament of salvation?  This means that she is the sign and instrument both of the reconciliation and communion of all of humanity with God and of the unity of the entire human race.

216. What is the hope of the new heavens and the new earth?  After the final judgment the universe itself, freed from its bondage to decay, will share in the glory of Christ with the beginning of “the new heavens” and a “new earth” (2 Peter 3:13). Thus, the fullness of the Kingdom of God will come about, that is to say, the definitive realization of the salvific plan of God to “unite all things in Christ, things in heaven and things on earth” (Ephesians 1:10). God will then be “all in all” (1 Corinthians 15:28) in eternal life.

415. What is the moral law?  The moral law is a work of divine Wisdom. It prescribes the ways and the rules of conduct that lead to the promised beatitude and it forbids the ways that turn away from God.

(let us pause for a few moments for silent reflection)

Prayer

May we strive by the Christ’s grace to be “fully alive” in order to give greater glory to God; committed to grow in our personal integrity and unity of life (spiritually, religiously, morally, physically, psychologically, intellectually, socially, politically, financially, environmentally, etc) – I, others (all created living and non-living things) and God; as ONE.

9th Day - Christ: Our Goal

Reading
From the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark (2:17)
[Jesus said], "Those who are well do not need a physician, but the sick do. I did not come to call the righteous but sinners."

(short pause)

Reflections: (from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church)
1. What is the plan of God for man?  God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer goodness freely created man to make him share in his own blessed life. In the fullness of time, God the Father sent his Son as the Redeemer and Savior of mankind, fallen into sin, thus calling all into his Church and, through the work of the Holy Spirit, making them adopted children and heirs of his eternal happiness.
232. What is the relationship between the sacraments and everlasting life?  In the sacraments the Church already receives a foretaste of eternal life, while “awaiting in blessed hope, the appearing in glory of our great God and saviour Christ Jesus” (Titus 2:13).

359. How do we attain beatitude?  We attain beatitude by virtue of the grace of Christ which makes us participants in the divine life. Christ in the Gospel points out to his followers the way that leads to eternal happiness: the beatitudes. The grace of Christ also is operative in every person who, following a correct conscience, seeks and loves the true and the good and avoids evil.

362. What is eternal happiness?  It is the vision of God in eternal life in which we are fully “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4), of the glory of Christ and of the joy of the trinitarian life. This happiness surpasses human capabilities. It is a supernatural and gratuitous gift of God just as is the grace which leads to it. This promised happiness confronts us with decisive moral choices concerning earthly goods and urges us to love God above all things.        

(let us pause for a few moments for silent reflection)

Prayer

May we not lose track of heaven, our final home, by clinging to Christ as guide in our life and in our journey together as one people of God.

